L e w el Tt Tt e bt ant Rt o e L R L e =t Rt ey e e e R St S TS D T R S e ety e S gt LS L R e

Tricks To Learn

English

Through

Short Stories

"f

Edited by

% 4

Mayedul Islam Prodhan (Mukul)
BA Hons, MA (English), DU.

Senior Information and Public Relations Officer
(BCS Information General)
Ministry of Information and Broadcasting,
Bangladesh Secretariat, Dhaka.

Research by

Md. Mujahidul Islam (DU)
Md. Atikujjaman (JU)
Jahangir Alam Khan (Officer, Agrani Bank)
&

Biddabari Research Team

L




. “ 9% 93 Afefb 1% T©Itd Practice I9& 1"
RS ERUEE Ol - NACE R iy

It was an incredibly hot day and a lion was feeling very hungry. He crawled |
out of his den and searched for a prey here and there, but he could only find a §
small hare. He caught the hare. But with some hesitation, as he knew the hare §
wouldn’t fill him up. As the lion was about to kill the hare, he spotted a deer §
coming his way and thought, “Instead of eating this small hare, let me eat that
big deer.” So, he let the hare go and went after the deer, but it failed. Because
the deer vanished in the forest very fast. The lion now had nothing to eat as
the hare was also long gone.

Moral of the story: A bird in the hand 1s worth two 1n the bush.
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__LEARN ENGLISH THROUGH SHORT STORIES |

A Lion, no |

longer able to get
food by force,
determined to do
so by cunning.

He lay down
inside a cave and
pretended to be

sick, and when
any other
animals came to

inquire after his

health, he sprang upon them and ate them.

Many lost their lives, till one day a Fox came and,
suspecting the truth, called the Lion from outside
instead of going 1n.

The Lion said that he was 1n a very bad way. “But,”
said he, “why do you stand outside? Pray come 1n.”
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 LEARN ENGLISH THROUGH SHORT STORIES

“I Would do so,” answered the Fox, “if I hadn’t seen that
all the footprints point into the cave but none come out.

I Your own eyes may be your best witness. I
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One day, King
Solomon was out
hunting, when he
noticed two snakes
engaged 1n a fight.
The larger snake
was white and
shining. The other
was smaller and
black with long,
poisonous fangs.
Just as the black

snake was about to give 1ts opponent a fatal bite, the white

he White Snake and The

Black Snake

i

snake went off into the trees.

Sometime later, the king was confronted by a giant who

appeared out of the forest. Solomon was very frightened,
but the giant reassured him. He told him that he was the

white snake that Solomon had helped earlier, and he

explained that the black snake was an enemy who had been

trying to poison him. In the course of their battle, both had

changed into snakes.
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“To show my thanks for your help,’ the giant went on, “I
would like to offer you a gift. Would you prefer a gift of
oold or a gift of healing?”

‘I’m already rich enough,’ replied the king, ‘and the other
o1ft would be more suitable for a doctor.” ‘Well, what do

you want?’ asked the giant. ‘Wisdom,’ replied the king.

“You shall have 1t in abundance,’ promised the giant. And
that was how King Solomon became the wisest man 1n the

world.
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John and James were two friends who were crossing a
forest, when, suddenly, they stumbled across a huge, black

bear. Imagine how terrified they were! They attempted to
flee but the bear chased them. John managed to climb up

onto a tree. James, just as he was about to be caught, fell
to the ground and pretended to be dead. He knew, “A bear

only attacks something 1f 1t 1s alive.”

The bear sniffed all over, while the man tried to hold his
breath as best as he could, hoping that the animal would not
discover the pretense. In the end, after sniffing thoroughly,
the bear must have thought that the man really was dead,
because 1t ambled off on 1ts huge paws.
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Wit-h the danger over, John came down from the tree, an:z:-l"
as often happens after a big fright, he felt like making
jokes. So, he asked his friend, “Well, what did the bear
whisper into your ear?” But James was not in the same

mood for jokes, and he did not appreciate the question at all.

“The bear said,” he answered, looking John straight in the
eye, ‘It would be advisable for you not to travel again with
a friend, who runs off and abandons you when danger

threatens!” Because, “A friend in need 1s a friend indeed.”
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The Lion and the Mouse
128 The Fox and the Goat 9
152 The Old Lion 11

m The Fox without a Tail 13

m The Peacock and Juno 15

m The Wolf and the Boy 17
|74~ The Boy Who Cried Wolf 19

m The Donkey and his Shadow 21

m The Grasshopper and the Ants 23

The Shipwrecked Man and the Sea 25
8 The Boy and the Filberts 27
|2 The Peasant and the Apple-Tree 29

The Stag at the Pool 31
|28 The Wolf and the Lamb 33
|55 The Lion in Love 39
|LiT The Crow and the Raven 37
|irA The Miser 39
108 The Frogs Asking for a King 41
1L The White Snake and The Black Snake 43
A8 The Donkey’s Skin
20 The Honest Woodcutter
»#25 The Lion and the Ass
725 The Two Friends

Emperor’s New Clothes
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WVIE Sheikh Chilli’s Grand Plan
A0 The Arab and his Camel
4/ The Real Mother
m Fresh Fish Sold Here
m Ant and Elephant
Honesty is The Best Policy
210 The Disobedient Son
Do not waste your energy
<k The Hospitality of The Pigeon
<38 A Farmer and his Prisoner Son
21 The Fragrance
Sacrificial Service
2y, A Father learns A Lesson from His Son
Sindbad The Sailor

Find your own destiny

m Do not Give Up

Powerful Advice from A Dying Man
Children are Wiser than Elders
An Apple Tree and Our Parents

WYUE Three Simple Rules

m Ali Baba and Forty Thieves
m Good Company and Bad Company

‘g8 The Scientist and The Man
m The Merchant and The Genie
m The Old Man with The Hind
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60
64
68
70
72
74
76
78
31
34
87
90
94




